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Tales from other times

Reading Pre 20th Century 

Poetry and Stories. 

Decoding complex texts; 

making predictions. 

Developing reading and 

creative responses

Links to Art, Textiles, 

History, PSHE

All About Me -

introductory unit

Extracts from Autobiography

Building confidence & 

relationships

Links to PSHE, MFL, 

Geography, History,RE

Builds on KS2 Practice

A levels/ T levels

Apprenticeships   
Traineeships

Technical and vocational 
qualifications

Curriculum intent:

The English Curriculum at St Benedict’s aims to ignite a love of reading, writing and spoken language as this will allow our students to navigate successfully 

through school and into their lives beyond. We aim to nurture a love of Literature and reading for pleasure and a high level of competency in communicating 

effectively in both written and spoken language. Within English lessons we aim to provide students with rich opportunities to develop socially, emotionally, 

culturally, and intellectually so that they can see the world from other people’s perspectives, appreciating a world beyond their own. 

We work to equip our students with the skills and confidence to express and articulate themselves and to construct texts for a specific purpose, 

in the same way that ‘real writers’ do. We aim to help them become discerning listeners in both imaginative and real-world contexts.

Subject key:

• Language

• Literature

• Enrichment

• Assessment

Fortnightly Library Lessons

-developing reading fluency; opportunity 

to select independent reading material

The 200 Word Challenge - fortnightly throughout KS3

The 200 Word Challenge- fortnightly throughout KS3

Fortnightly Library Lessons continue

- developing reading fluency; opportunity 

to select independent reading material

The 300 Word Challenge- fortnightly throughout KS3

Fortnightly Library Lessons continue

- developing reading fluency; opportunity 

to select independent reading material

Links to full suite of subjects

Form Time Literacy 

Developing fluency, confidence 

and cultural capital

Form Time Literacy 

Developing fluency, 

confidence and 

cultural capital

Form Time Literacy 

Developing fluency, confidence 

and cultural capital

Form Time Literacy 

Developing fluency, confidence 

and cultural capital

Conflict and 

Unseen Poetry 

Part 2

- Developing 

Analytical and 

Comparative Style

Personal 

Responses with 

links to context and 

subject 

terminology

Links to PSHE, 

RE, ART

Links to KS5

Academic Tutoring 

Programme

Targeted  Literacy Intervention & 

Support 1:2:1 and small group

R &J Assessment

Links to full suite of subjects

Links to full suite of subjects

GCSE 

exams

English Department

Curriculum Road Map

Year 11 March  

Mocks

Language 

Paper 1

Literature 

Paper 1

Language Paper 1 

Revision

Targeted 

revision 

based on 

mock 

analysis

RedHeart Theatre 

Jekyll & Hyde 

Performace

Links to Drama

Visit to Cambridge Arts 

Theatre AIC

Links to KS5

Spoken Language Endorsement 
Demonstrate presentation skills in a 

formal setting.
Listen & respond appropriately. 

Respond to questions and feedback 
Use Standard English effectively in 

speeches and presentations
Links to full suite of subjects

One-Man 

Macbeth

Year 10 
Mock: 

Literature 
Paper 1 

Macbeth & An 
Inspector 

Calls

Year 11 Nov 
Mocks

Language 
Paper 2
Literature 
Paper 2

Literature Paper 1 Revision
Study of Macbeth

Develop analysis  skills - how 

language, form, structure & 

context of texts can create 

meanings and effects. 

Maintain a critical style and 

informed personal response

Links to RE, History, Art, 

Geography and Classics.

Links to KS5

Language Paper 2 skills. 
Analysis of Language & 

Structure in modern and 20th

Century Non fiction texts 
Evaluate Synthesis 

and Compare
Write transactional texts. 

Accurate use of SPG
Links to full suite of subjects

Year 10 Mock: 
Language Paper 

2
Transactional 
Writing ONLY
Links to full 

suite of 
subjects

Targeted  Literacy Intervention & Support continues

Romeo and Juliet
Analysing Shakespeare's craft; 

understanding the importance of context
Links to PSHE, RE, ART, MFL, Maths

Transactional Writing
-persuasive and rhetorical devices

Letters; articles; speeches; 
guidebooks & reviews

Links to RE, PSHE, SCIENCE,
GEOG, MFL, Maths

An Inspector 
Calls

- how language, 
form, structure 

and context create 
meaning in texts. 

Developing a 
critical style.
Links to RE, 

History, PSHE, 
Business, Drama

Conflict and Unseen Poetry Part 1
- Developing Analytical and 

Comparative Style
Personal Responses

Links to PSHE, RE, ART
Links to KS5

Language Paper 1 skills
Study of 19th Century prose 
fiction, develop analysis & 

evaluation. Write imaginatively & 
creatively. Accuracy in SPG.

Links to PSHE, History, RE, Maths

Jack Petchey Speak Out 

Challenge

- Developing oracy and 

citizenship

Links to PSHE

Language 

Paper 1 

Mock

An Inspector 
Calls Exam 

style 
assessment.

Choice of tasks; 
prepare in 
advance

Belonging Anthology and 
Unseen Poetry

Explore complex emotions 
through poetry to develop critical 

and creative writing skills
Develop subject terminology

Links to PSHE, RE, Geography, 
History, MFL

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde

Read, understand & respond; to 
develop an  informed personal 

response.  Use references, 
include quotations, to support 
interpretations, using relevant 

subject terminology
Links to RE, Science, MFL, 

PSHE, History, Maths
Links to KS5

20th Century novel
Exploring the writer's 

craft. Characterisation and 
Setting; Whole text structure.
Links to MFL, Geography, 
History, RE, PSHE, Maths

Termly

Pathways -

Media Studies 

Taster

Links to

Food tech, 

Business

St Ben’s favourite short stories

21st Century stories to make you 
think! Practice: decoding, 

analysing language and structure, 
making predictions, writing 

imaginatively
Links to PSHE, History, Science, RE, 

Drama

Class novel understanding different 
perspectives; exploring the writer's craft

Links to History, Geography, RE

Romeo & Juliet TIE 

Performance

Full Shakespeare play: The 

Tempest; Much Ado; Hamlet or Lear

Deepening understanding of 

Shakespeare's craft and theatrical 

conventions Links to History, RE 

Drama, Geography, PSHE

Developing Language skills 

- select and retrieve
- comment on language 
& structure. Evaluation

Writing creatively & 
imaginatively 

Links to PSHE, Science, 
Business, Geography

Year 8 Poetry Slam! 
Links to PSHE, Music &Drama

KS3 Assessment Language 

Skills/19th Century extract

Creative Writing Assessment -

Responding to picture stimuli
Colchester  Inter-Schools Public 

Speaking Competition

Modern 

drama 

reading 

assessment -

respond to an 

extract

Friends and family poetry - in 
house anthology exploring a range 

of voices and perspectives.
Reading and responding to poems; 

writing and sharing own poetry
Links to PSHE, History, RE

Carnegie Shadowing
Recite a poem

SP&L Assessment -
Building confidence, 

articulacy and cultural 
capital

Builds on KS2 Practice

Year 8 Globe trip

- workshop and 

theatre tour

Joint trip with ART

Links to History

Poet and/or 

author visit

How does the writer use 

language and structure?

Shakespeare reading 
assessment:

'How does Shakespeare 
use language and 

structure to...'

Short Stories: Pre-

20th Century 

Texts & Diverse 

Shorts

Analysing language 

and structure; 

evaluating writing; 

writing creatively 

and imaginatively

Links to PSHE, 

RE, History

Unseen Poetry
Developing skills in reading, 
understanding and writing 

analytically about poetry that 
you haven't seen before.

Links to PSHE, RE, Maths
Modern Drama  

writing assessment 

Write from the POV of 

a character.
Writing 

assessment 

'My Hero'

Heroes in the news 
How to write a news article, 

features and conventions of news
Links to PSHE, Geography

2 minute speech: My Hero
Developing oracy, forming 
connections, empowering 

future leaders

Modern drama

- Relating texts 

to their SHC; 

conventions of 

plays. 

Empathetic 

writing. Close 

analysis of 

language and 

Character. 

Learning 

quotations.
Links to Media, 

History, PSHE, RE

Shakespeare assessment: studying 
and analysing a scene

KS2 

SATS

Favourite 
fiction club

Open to all year 
groups!

National Poetry day  
competitions & Lessons

Link to PSHE

Whole Class Reader: Ghost
Reading for pleasure; exploring 
how stories are structured and 

writer's intentions
Links to PE; PSHE

Intro to Shakespeare
Shakespeare’s World - building 

understanding of context Enjoyment of plays
Close scene analysis and using PEA

Links to History, PSHE Builds on KS2 Practice

Theatre in 
Education

Shakespeare 
experience

Breakfast Reading
Intervention Groups

World Book 
Day 

Assembly & 
Quizzes

Builds on 
KS2 

Practice
After school 

reading support 
groups

Transition days : 'The Last Knit'

-developing oracy;

-building confidence and relationships; 

questioning skills and creative thinking . 

Philosophy for Children.

Links to PSHE, Media, Textiles

Baseline assessment

• Reading age

• CAT test

• Star test

English comprehension 

Baseline Reading 

assessment

Builds on KS2 

Literacy Skills

Live performance: An 
Inspector Calls

Links to Drama


