
Tier 2/3 vocabulary: 

Call and Response

Improvisation

Cyclic Pattern

Syncopation

SONGWRITING
Composing a hook or riff

Film music
Listening and 

composition focus. 

Creating leitmotif 

and underscore to a 

movie clip

Year 7 Baseline: 

Listening and 

performance

YEAR

8

YEAR

9

YEAR

11

YEAR

10

Enrichment 
Cultural Capital

Enrichment  
Catholic Ethos

Learning 
Sequenced

8

          Music Department

       Curriculum Road Map

Paired keyboard work

Extend the pop songs by 

working in partnership. 

Chords/Melody

CHAMBER CHOIR

Guitar Skills

Solo work, chords 

and strumming

PERFORMANCE 

SKILLS

Learn three pop song on 

the keyboards using the 

correct finger patterns

Overview of the 

instruments of the 

orchestra

African Drumming

Background, 

instruments, Africa 

rhythms

Vocal Techniques

Explore voice, 

perform “Acapella”

Cover Versions

4 chord song, chord 

progression, melody 

construction

Ground Bass:

Performing and 

composing 

Improvisation
Instruments/vocal exercises 

from around the world

Area of Study 3
Rhythms of the 

World

Music Theory
Note recognition, chords, 

cadences, intervals clefs, 

dictation

Gospel Group – 

performances in 

whole college 

events / Mass

Computer Game Music :
8 bit composition

Extended writing 

Compositional devices 

WORLD MUSIC

Learning  
Stand Alone

Literacy Numeracy

A levels                                     

T levels

Apprenticeships   

Traineeships

Technical and vocational 

qualifications

Curriculum Intent:
The Music curriculum is designed to equip students with skills and techniques that are used in musical performance, composition and 

analysis, whilst also giving a foundation of knowledge and music theory.  Alongside this, the music curriculum supports students in 

developing their cultural capital and their understanding of the need for working in collaboration with others, developing their 

musical ability and improving self-esteem and confidence. Whilst studying music, students are encouraged to listen to different styles 

and genres, identifying the key features within them and exploring further through practical work. They often work in groups to 

develop their understanding of musical techniques, compositional devices and knowledge around the core elements of music.

Show your talent

Students show the 

class their musical 

talent by playing an 

instrument or 

singing

Year 7 Choir

Tier 2/3 vocabulary: Sequence, 

Syncopation, Polyrhythm

Music elements

• Ostinato

• Texture

• Rhythm

• Pitch

• Tempo

• Dynamics
Elements of Music

Performance SkillsPop Songs Chords & Melody

Orchestra

Rock school

Mass: Hymns Assembly: Performances

Programme Music

7

Programme Music

Composition based 

on colours/mood

YEAR

Tier 2/3 vocabulary: 

Acapella

Chords

Harmony

Monophonic, 

Polyphonic, 

homophonic

Ukulele

Black History 

Month

Reggae Music

Background, 

listening task, 

keyboard skills

Key Composers:

Pachabel

J.S Bach

Key Instruments:

Harpsichord

Organ

Indian 

Raga

Klezmer

Chinese 
Pentatonic

Song Writing
Chord progression (4 

chord song)

Melody construction

Flamenco 
Drumming 

Club

MASS : HYMNS

Tier 2/3 vocabulary: 

Ground Bass

12 Bar Blues

Underscore

Arrangement

Ostinato

12 Bar Blues
Music Technology

• Sequence

• Synthesiser

• Reverb

• Delay

• Vocoder

• Digital Audio Workstation (DAW)

Dance Remix

Creating sequenced 

performances using 

Music Technology 

Area of Study 1:
Solo Performance

Composition

Tier 2/3 vocabulary: 
Cadence

Intervals

Homophonic

Tonality

Harmony

Indian Classical

Bhangra

Samba Calypso

Eastern Folk

Mediterranean Folk

Upper School: Musical

Tier 2/3 vocabulary: 

Cadenza

Concerto Grosso

Tutti

Intervals 

Continuo

Ripieno

Western Classical 

Tradition

Area of Study 2

Concerto 

Through Time

Romantic: 1820 - 1910

Classical: 1750 - 1820

Baroque: 1600 - 1750

The development 
of the orchestra 

and the ‘Concerto’

Summer Term : April
Area of Study 1 

Solo

Ensemble

Composition 1 & 2

Area of Study 5
Conventions of Pop

Rock ‘n’ Roll:1950-60

Rock Anthems: 1980s

Pop Ballads: 1990s

Solo Artists: 2000s - 

Composition 1 

Dance Remix
Arrangements, music tech, 

MIDI input, samples

PERFORMANCE SKILLS

Solo Performance

African Drumming

GCSE 

exams

Rap & Hip-Hop

Music Technology

Lyrics writing

Group work

Chord construction 

and performance 

Performance Skills

School MusicalMass : Hymns

Area of Study 4
Film and Game Music

Tier 2/3 vocabulary: 
Diegetic

Leitmotif

Mickey Mousing

Syncing

Underscore

Film Music
Light motif, character, 

composition skills

WORLD MUSIC
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